The Emperor's Letter to Lord Tweedmouth

German Government it is not surprising if one feels put out
when the scales have fallen from one's eyes.

I received a letter this morning from, a German of which
I give you an extract. "There is nothing more cruel or
unjust than this law against the Poles.1 It will only benefit
the Slav party. The day when there is a war between
Germany and Russia all the Russian, Austrian and Bohemian
Poles will turn against us. I only hope that the author of
this odious kw will be punished. It is sad to feel oneself
governed by people who are so incompetent."

Berlin, loth March, 1908.

We were still under the blow of the Polish Law when the
revelation was made by The Times2 about a letter which the
Emperor wrote to Lord Tweedmouth on the subject of
British and German naval policy. It appears it's true that
Bulow didn't know the first word about it and this time
he's knocked absolutely flat. In. short, never has such un-
paralleled imprudence, lack of tact, and abysmal forgetfulness
of the position of the Head of a State been seen before. I am
beginning to be absolutely convinced our Sovereign isn't well
and that his brain is no longer quite normal. If it had been
clear, he would never have committed such an appalling
blunder as this last. This time it's really worse than a
bloomer.

To-day there is to be a question in the House of Lords and
God knows what it will bring us. All this time King Edward
is amusing himself in Paris and rubbing his hands at seeing
his nephew behaving with such incredible stupidity. Here
one sees only consternation on people's faces. They are
trying to explain this story by saying that Lord Tweedmouth

1 See Note on "The Polish Problem," pp. 335-6".
s See Note on The Times letter, pp. 336-7.
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